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District Response to Hutto HS Hi-Steppers Kneeling During National Athem 

Prior to last Friday's varsity football game at Elgin, some members of the Hutto High School Hi-Steppers drill 
team made the decision to kneel during the playing of the National Anthem.  

Neither Hutto ISD nor Hutto HS administration were aware the students intended to kneel.  

Hutto ISD has long prided itself as a school district that honors and recognizes Veterans, active military, first 
responders and others who serve under the flag of the United States of America. Our annual Veterans Day 
celebrations are the best in central Texas. Our Freedom Game each year has become an anticipated event. 
Our stadium was renamed last year to Hutto Memorial Stadium. A POW/MIA chair was added to the stadium 
and serves as a reminder along with the plaques on the Memorial Wall. Our Kile G West Fieldhouse is named 
in honor of a Hutto student who made the ultimate sacrifice.  

The actions of these students were their own and in no way are reflective of Hutto ISD's or Hutto High School's 
appreciation and respect for those we honor regularly.  

While this action is disappointing to a majority, it comes at a time in our society when individuals are exercising 
their First Amendment rights in unique ways. Hutto ISD has consulted and continues to consult with legal 
counsel regarding the behavioral expectations of students within organizations during the National Anthem. 
However, the district also recognizes the First Amendment rights of students as individuals.  

The district understands this is an opportunity to have a conversation. Education is our job, and education often 
starts with conversations. We value our students and value what they say and feel. The students will be invited 
to participate in a facilitated dialogue with Administration to better understand why they felt the need to kneel 
during the National Anthem.  
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